Emergent Literacy: A Comprehensive Toolkit
How do you assess beginning readers and writers? In 2005, a national survey on assessment practices was conducted with 400 adult educators who worked in Canadian colleges, school boards, community-based programs, and workplaces. The findings indicated that educators wanted an assessment tool that assessed the emergent literacy skills of adults.  In fact, this was the highest ranked need among the respondents.

This year, the Office of Literacy and Essential skills (OLES) funded a two-year project to address this need. Pat Campbell, the project director, is producing a comprehensive toolkit for educators who work with adults who are very beginning readers and writers. 
The toolkit will contain a range of tools and manipulatives to assess adults’ literacy practices, print conventions and concepts, phonemic awareness, sight word recognition, comprehension, phonics knowledge, and writing.  The purpose of the assessment is twofold: (1) to provide diagnostic information that can assist the educator to plan individualized lessons; and (2) to measure progress. 

The assessment will:

· Be grounded in cognitive and social practice theories

· Encourage interaction between the assessor and the student

· Reflect the reading development process

· Use authentic real life materials

· Reinforce the student’s strengths

· Inform instruction

· Measure progress

· Be contextualized

· Be valid and reliable

· Be non-threatening

· Be user-friendly

· Be free of bias

The toolkit will also contain a demonstration DVD and an instructional handbook. The DVD will show three vignettes of emergent adult readers and writers being assessed and taught. The handbook will describe approaches and strategies for teaching emergent literacy. The Centre for Education (CEW) is sponsoring this project in partnership with the Centre for Family Literacy, Norquest College, Vancouver Community College, The Toronto Public Library, and Literacy Nova Scotia.  For more information, contact Pat Campbell at 780-448-7323 or at pat@grassrootsbooks.net. 

