Functional Context Education: Making Learning Relevant in the 21st Century

Facilitator: Tom Sticht, International Consultant in Adult Education

DESCRIPTION: 

A one-day workshop with Dr. Tom Sticht focusing on the understanding and resources needed to design, develop, implement and evaluate the effectiveness of relevant instructional programs for youth and adults at risk of social exclusion and marginalization because of their lack of basic skills and knowledge education.

Who should attend? 

Policymakers, managers, administrators, teachers and trainers, involved in programs integrating basic skills with important content knowledge, with a focus on vocational and academic skills, such as involved in: 
* school-to-work; 
* workplace literacy; 
* vocational and job skills training, 
* general academic and GED education, 
* intergenerational and family literacy programs, and 
* other programs for undereducated youth and adults 

What will you learn? 
· You will gain an understanding of the conceptual framework of Functional Context Education (FCE) based on cognitive science. 
* You will learn the scientific, evidence-based research that validates the FCE principles and methods. 
* You will learn how various approaches to "contextual learning" such as "situated," "embedded" or "integrated" basic skills relate to FCE. 
* You will learn what research and development following FCE principles and methods has been accomplished in several industrialized nations. 
* You will learn the differences between FCE and traditional adult education. 
* You will learn how to use FCE principles and methods to design new courses of instruction for workforce education, family literacy, and lifelong learning. 
* You will learn where you can download free materials for FCE from internet web sites in different nations.

About Tom Sticht: 

Tom Sticht is recognized internationally for his work on the education and training of under-educated youth and adults. He holds a Ph.D in psychology from the University of Arizona and has taught at numerous universities, including the Harvard Graduate School of Education. He has published over 150 books and articles on the education of under-educated youth and adults. Dr. Sticht has served on the Secretary of Labor's Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS); the National Commission on Working Women; and he chaired the California Workforce Literacy Task Force. Earlier he was President, Applied Behavioral & Cognitive Sciences, Inc. and Project Coordinator for the San Diego Consortium for Workforce Education & Lifelong Learning. Articles on Dr. Sticht's work have appeared in newspapers and magazines in several countries including, among many, the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Boston Globe, the London Times, the New Zealand Herald, and the Wall Street Journal. In 1994, Dr. Sticht was the first adult literacy specialist elected to the Reading Hall of Fame in the United States and in 2003 he was awarded UNESCO’s Mahatma Gandhi medal. 

